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OLD TESTAMENT NOTES AND NOTICES, 



Another Jewish periodical " The New Jewish Quarterly " is announced from 
London. Its editors are J. Abrahams and C. J. Montefiore. It will give prom- 
inence to articles on biblical subjects. The list of contributors embraces emi- 
nent biblical critics both Jewish and Christian. The prospects for the establish- 
ment of such a journal are thought to be excellent. 

At Johns Hopkins University next year Hebrew will be offered in the under- 
graduate courses for the first time. While the Semitic Seminary has made the 
Hebrew O. T. the center of its work in the post-graduate department, it has now 
been decided to give opportunity earlier in the course for any students, intending 
to enter theological seminaries, and others, to take up Hebrew. The new course 
will be known as group VIII. and the time given to the new studies will be dis- 
tributed as follows : first year, oriental history, one hour ; second year, Hebrew, 
two hours ; third year, Hebrew, three hours, per week. This new departure is 
one heartily to be commended. 

At a recent meeting of the Victoria Institute, Dr. Post of Beyrout read a 
paper giving the results of nearly twenty-five years' botanical research in Syria 
and Palestine. It was especially interesting to the Bible student. The discus- 
sion disclosed the completeness of Dr. Post's labors in this field and drew atten- 
tion to the importance and value of the special identification of those plants 
alluded to in the Bible for biblical interpretation and apologetics. Although 
many have written on the botany of Syria during the last three hundred years, 
yet but four works have been regarded as of real value and but one as containing 
to any considerable extent the results of exact modern inquiry. 

Dr. Edward Konig, extraordinary professor at Leipzig, and well known in 
America too as an opponent of the central thesis of the Wellhausen school, has 
recently received from the theological faculty of the university of Erlangen 
causa honoris the degree of Doctor of Divinity. He has richly merited the 
honor. 

The well known conservative commentator, John Carl Friedrich Keil, died 
on the fifth of May. He was borne in 1807. For twenty-five years he was profes- 
sor at Dorpat, in the German-Russian provinces. Since 1859 he has been living at 
Leipzig engaged exclusively in literary work, of which he did an immense amount. 
The greater number of his commentaries and Old Testament works have been 
translated into English. 

A cable despatch announces the death of the Rev. John William Burgon, 
D. D., Dean of Chichester. He was an eminent biblical scholar and critic though 
extremely conservative. His work was done principally on the New Testament 
and his vehement attack on the Revision will be remembered. 



Notes and Notices. 27 

Professor Dr. John Bachmann, of the University of Eostoek, died recently 
at the age of fifty-six. He had for many years been the only Old Testament man 
in connection with a German university who refused to accept the analysis of the 
Pentateuch as a fixed fact of literary criticism. His influence as a teacher and 
writer was never great, Rostock being the smallest university in Germany, and 
Bachmann, though exceedingly conscientious and painstaking, having done little 
literary work, and a part of that being in the department of hymnology. There 
is not now at any of the German universities a single Old Testament professor 
who accepts the Mosaic origin of the Pentateuch in the traditional sense of 
the word. 



